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			Written by TK		
		  
	
	
This must be a renaissance year. 
We have already seen new releases from U2 and the Prodigy.  And now, the creme-de-la-creme - a new release from the Pet Shop Boys.  
The Pet Shop Boys have made an art-form out of producing catchy pop songs.  New release "Love Etc." may not be quite up there with the likes of "West End Girls" and "It's A Sin", however it packs enough pop to provide worthy distraction from a year of bland releases.  
Featuring words that are obviously meant to inspire a younger generation to go looking for love - "you need more than a big blank check to be a lover, or a gulfstream jet to fly you door to door, somewhere chic on another shore, you need more you need more you need more you need" - the Pet Shop Boys have also managed to drench the song with non-materialistic ideals. 
Now nearly into their third decade, with "Love Etc.", the Pet Shop Boys have released a single which will sustain their longevity.  At the same time, it allows them to impart a few words of wisdom onto a world driven by greed...
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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