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Firstly, lets clear one thing…The Black Eyed Peas are not splitting up.  However the title of their current album, ‘The E.N.D.’ would have you think otherwise.  In fact, the album title is an acronym for the Energy Never Dies, and this LP certainly affirms that philosophy.
Moving away from their distinctive pop-hop sound (did I just coin a new phrase there? Well, I mean pop/rnb/hip-hop sound), the striking thing about the The E.N.D. is how technological it sounds.  The vast majority of the tracks have an electro-pop feel; plenty of head bopping beats layered with synth hooks and copious amounts of auto-tuning.
"Rock that Body" already sounds like an instant classic dance tune, even with the chipmunk vocals from Fergie (aided by auto-tune…one assumes).  Forthcoming single, "Meet Me Halfway" showcases Fergie’s real voice, again, over an electro beat and synth chords while summer smash, "I Gotta Feeling", is as close to pure pop as this album gets.
The whole album is cleverly merged as one giant track and really hits all your senses, shifting from electro dance, to electro pop, to rnb-electro via the odd hint of an electro ballad!  You get the impression that this album is Will.I.Am’s wet dream.  The aptly named track "Electric City" is a hustle and bustle of pure electro madness.  Not since Timberland’s "Shock Value" have I heard pop-production as slick as this.  The remarkable thing is that it all sounds completely effortless, even improvised.
"Showdown" is the stand-out track of the album; with infinite catchy hooks and lyrics that embed themselves in your brain, this song sums up how infectious "The E.N.D." is.
And just when you thought the Peas had flooded your mind with as much musical magic as you can handle, they top it off by throwing in a harmonica. 
Best record this group have recorded yet!
9/10
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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