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			Written by Amy Wilson		
		  
	
	
What on earth happened?  I have advocated... no, actually I have celebrated and ranted about my Nashville Boys since they burst onto the scene seven years ago.  Where has the gritty country twang gone to?
[image: See full size image] 
With each album it seems the Kings of Leon have watered down their Johnny Cash Grit 'n' Spit for a mainstream cache of ever acceptable blandness.  "Use Somebody" undoubtedly utilises Caleb's sexual yelps and howls and will make a drunken stadium more than happy, but let's face it - the song is all mouth and no trousers.
Some call it selling out [coughs] but others want fame and riches for their favourite bands - and it seems whilst Muse made their stadium album bigger and better than ever before, the Kings air-brushed their quirks for the "greater good".
It is a sad day for the die-hard fans who worship their back catalogue.  Perhaps they lost their essence when they cut their hair... Grow it out boys and get back on the 'trani' wagon!
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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