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			Written by Amy Wilson		
		  
	
	
The alt-rock group from Ealing, West London, have padded onto the charted rock scene with an appreciated, though bland, splash.
[image: See full size image] 
Their debut single "To Lose My Life" is the sort of track to be thrashed out on a rock band with your musically incapable amigos.  The thrusting, pulsating bass lines and epic guitar chords give us a fix of noughtie's alt-rock that (despite having heard it all before) still manages to give you a 3-minute fix of guitar-hero fervor. 
McVeigh's baritone is particularly goose-pimple inducing.  "Let's grow old together and die at the same time", induces a ghostly howl from the new front man of ghoulish alt-rock - not forgetting the 80's backbeat accompaniment - slightly unfitting for the macabre lines, but a proven paradox.
Were it not for the flaccid, shrug-inducing lyrics - with Harry McVeigh's voice - we would have a band deserving of the stadium zeal the White Lies are undoubtedly going to generate over festival season. 
Had I not heard it before, I'd be screaming their names from the rooftops.
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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