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Ben Folds has built his career, and that of his former band Ben Folds Five, on roaring and powerful piano-based rock with the odd ironic ballad thrown in for good measure. It is hard to imagine that anyone has belted the piano like Ben Folds since the era of Fats Waller and Scott Joplin. 
This formula works well to a point, but then perhaps becomes a bit wearing, especially on Ben Folds’ more world-hating, heavier tracks. Ben Folds’ down-tempo tunes always strike a chord with you though. New album "Way to Normal" has a pretty even-handed mix of both the hard and soft. Starting in exemplary fashion with the instantly catchy "Hiroshima (B B B Benny Hit His Head)", and moving to "The Frown Song" which is similarly captivating, the album peaks with "Cologne" which is as close to Ben Folds Five’s hit-classic "Brick" as Ben Folds has come.   
 
Ben Folds is famous for his ability for, and propensity towards, self-deprecation. There is no greater proof of this self-deprecation than in his note in the album sleeve − “if this record is great, it is a testament to the quality of the people in my life... I will however take responsibility for any possible overlooked moments of less-than-greatness that may exist on this album”. This is what makes Ben Folds likeable, a complete an utter disdain for taking himself seriously, which is quite peculiar in these self-obsessed times.
 
Which goes to the root of it all really − Ben Folds is as alternative as his tunes.
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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