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			Lizzy Parks - This And That
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			Written by Scott Brown		
		  
	
	

Vocal jazz that is stripped-down, seductive and quietly wonderful.  
"This and That" takes a number of tracks from 2008's "Raise the Roof" and throws in a few new ones.  It's an exclusively acoustic effort, one which allows Ms. Parks' beautiful vocals to shine on an uncluttered stage. It's not that "Raise the Roof" was a cacophonous riot; far from it.  But this album takes her a step deeper into the delicate, dulcet recesses of quality vocal jazz.  There are numerous artists filling this genre with easy listening, smultchy smoothness that passes away hours listening without much impact.  Lizzy Parks, however, is far more engaging - just as you'd expect from the much respected Tru Thoughts label. 
A few tracks, including the title, brought Kate Bush to mind for their haunting touches.  Others, like "Forever And A Day", showcase a sassier, classic singing style.  The mix works well.  As the album weaves its way along, a range of moods are summonsed that all demonstrate different aspects of the singer's talents.  It feels like a new journey, not just a clutch of remakes. 
In may ways, this is a far more accomplished set of tracks than the album title suggests.  Where many acoustic offerings fail to impress, "This and That" triumphs. "Less Is More" would have been just as apt a title.
8/10 

Label:  Tru Thoughts
Website:  http://www.myspace.com/lizzyparksmusic
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			VA – Smoove pres: MO’ RECORD KICKS: Act II
		





	  

This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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