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			Written by Thomas Holme		
		  
	
	
Crack out the electronic fondue set: if you like your cheese dripping then this one is for you...  Kitsuné Maison 8, "The Chic and Nice Issue", is an assortment of vaguely refreshing, uplifting electronic giblets, served to the masses in an orgy of simple beats, bleeps and squeeky vocals.  This collection is an interesting combination of nearly bland, dry, feel-good melodies.  It verges on the brink of cheesy pop and is saved from the abyss that is pap by undertones of funk, indie and old school arcade game audio textures. 
There are some tasty little nuggets of sleek electro-funk here and there as the album progresses, not forgetting some serious smatterings of disco-cheese thrown in for good measure.  At some points, you will feel you have been thrown into the Nightrider Sega Mega-drive game.  "I Love London" by Crystal Fighters is a racy little number, combining elements of salsa, bangra, trendy electro and cheeky female vocals and is, to be frank, the best of the bunch.  
You feel that the album could have done something more and really pushed the sound barrier just a little bit harder.  However, instead "The Chic and Nice Issue" remains a little bland, despite staying true to what it is. 
The cheekiness of the album prevents it being a target to be slated.  And this much is true - if you enjoy simple beats and clean lyrics, then you will definately enjoy this tremendously. 
5/10
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 

8/10


	

       		


					

				

			

		

																			


															

															
														

													

												

											

										

									

									
									
									 
									
										
											
												
													
														
																																																													
																				
			
				
					
												Search
	A-Z of Articles
	Contact Us

					

				

			

		

																		


																													

													

												

											

										

									

																		
									
									
										
											
												[image: RocketTheme Joomla Templates]
											

										

									

									
								

							

						

					

					
				

				
			

		

	

