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After the underwhelming, controversial street single "Death Of Auto Tune", Jay-Z is back with his second release from the much anticipated album "The Blueprint 3" - the Kanye West and Rihanna collaboration, "Run This Town". A poor first single and numerous leaks which can only be described as average has resulted in people questioning whether or not ‘Jay-hova’ still has it.  Will this change people's mind?  Well, despite brilliant production from Kanye West and an annoyingly catchy hook from pop princess Rihanna, Jay does little to prove his critics wrong, his performance being somewhat below par which allows Kanye to steal the show once again: something Mr West has made a habit of lately! 
 
This song shows Jay-Z still has the ability to make a hit with the world's best producers at his feet, but what it doesn’t show is whether or not he can rap and stay relevant amongst the new generation of lyrically-gifted rappers; Jay-Z certainly thinks he can: "I get more in-depth if you boys really real enough", but is this just an excuse not to rap like he used to?  
 
What we do know is the song is a certified smash and will most likely flood our radio stations, clubs & television screens for the months ahead, with its dramatic post-apocalyptic video and a cast kitted out in "all black everything".  
"The Blueprint 3" is out September 11, 2009.
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To listen to this song, go to http://www.myspace.com/jayz
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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