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			Written by Kate Elks		
		  
	
	

This down-tempo track from creative partners Dave Jay and Mark Dalton has their hearts firmly on its sleeves.  Released on Acid Jazz Records, the tune is first release from Twisted Tongue's debut album.
Crisp production reigns in a mish-mash of influences with funk at the fore.  The track starts off with classic keys, sharp analogue drums and a vocal effect and lyric straight from a Gnarls Barkley tune. Oddities reveal themselves in a gospel thick chorus in the form of chipmunk-pitch vocals, sounding almost-but-not-too-gimmicky against the Roland keys and swing drums. 
And what would funk be without brass?  It's here, played straight for the most part.  The song seems to happen in two sections, linked by brass it finishes with an electronic 'solo' of dance bass, touches of finger-picked guitar.  And thus the mish-mash - the whole thing does not quite sit tight.  Makes you wonder what they could do with some smoothing of the rougher edges?
The impression is funk-esque, with just enough quirk to make it different and dirty bass to make it solid.   
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			VA – Smoove pres: MO’ RECORD KICKS: Act II
		





	  

This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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