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			Written by Kate Elks		
		  
	
	

This is a music-up, windows-down, summer-lipstick tune – insanely catchy and upbeat. It’s the title track from Calvin Harris’s second album, "Ready for the Weekend", and if it isn’t already everywhere, it soon will be. 
 
It’s positively awash with retro '90s touches.  There are synth sounds reminiscent of Aqua's ‘Barbie Girl’ (a blast from the not-so-past) - to dig back even further into that era the tune's got a diva vocal hook.  And to get the sound just right, a tinny manufactured piano melody features. 
A darling of his time, Harris gives the rest of the sound over to lo-fi, with blank vocals and a single-finger melody; the whole thing rainbows out over a four-on-the-floor beat.  It all comes together from the very beginning - it's uptempo and engaging; primary coloured, but with more than a hint of boredom.  
 
From a songwriter who won an Ivor Novello Award, you could be forgiven for expecting something more… something more… just something more from this, the spearhead track of his new album.  But all we get, sings Harris, is a thrill from clapping our hands.   
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			Howler - Back of Your Neck
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			VA – Smoove pres: MO’ RECORD KICKS: Act II
		





	  

This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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