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Former frontman of House of Pain, Everlast (Erik Schrody), has had a mixed-bag of success commercially since going solo.  Of course commercial success is no real indication of talent. 
However it is fair to say Everlast peaked with 1998’s ‘Whitey Ford Sings the Blues’, and particularly the track ‘What it’s Like’, but failed to inspire much interest in his fourth solo album ‘White Trash Beautiful’. There is no doubt that his fifth solo offering, ‘Love, War and the Ghost of Whitey Ford’, is one of the best albums that this humble reviewer has listened to this year.   
Not quite hip hop, not quite rap, not quite acoustic-rock and not quite country, the album is a quarter of each at the same time. Everlast also samples a couple of classic tunes at the same time, spinning in Cypress Hill’s ‘Insane in the Brain’ into his cover of Johnny Cash’s ‘Folsom Prison Blues’, and showcasing his hip-hop roots. It is Everlast's voice which is the biggest surprise – providing unique depth with its gravely edge. 
‘Die in Yer Arms’ is perhaps the funkiest song of the album, however with ‘Friend’ the album reaches its peak and it is reminiscent of Everlast’s influence on Carlos Santana’s ‘Put Your Lights On’. The only way in which to describe ‘Friend’ is that it is simply a beautiful song. The lyrics and acoustic elements of ‘Maybe’ capture you, and ‘Letters Home from the Garden of Stone’ is an obvious choice as first single. 
It is Everlast’s amalgamation of all of his musical influences that make him a remarkable artist. This album is devilishly good, and no song from it can be faulted. 
9/10     
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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