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Lily Allen has always had great potential. However, apart from her live performances which are invariably entertaining, her music has always fallen short of being truly memorable. 
Her songs, despite their rants about the world, feel as though they would be more at home on Play School. 
But Lily’s new release, ‘The Fear’, is different.  This song is clever pop, rather than a tirade against bank managers and politicians.  Admittedly, it is difficult to glean what the lyrics actually mean.  Is it self-deprecation, irony or perhaps just vanity?  It is probably too early to tell.  However, one thing is certain; from lyrics such as, "I'll take my clothes off and it will be shameless, ‘cause everyone knows that's how you get famous, I'll look at The Sun and I'll look in The Mirror, I'm on the right track", Lily sounds as if she is now aware that she is playing “the fame game” and that it is part of the reason for her success.  It is arrogant, but insightful.
‘The Fear’ certainly is not groundbreaking, but it has enough substance to be more interesting than just another commercial pop song.
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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