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			Very Be Careful @ Cargo Bar, London, 30 April, 2008
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			Written by Administrator		
		  
	
	
Initially I was petrified attending the performance by the band hailing from Colombia, “Be Very Careful”, until I realised that I had misplaced a word when writing down the details for the night and that the band was in fact called “Very Be Careful”. 
However, I still stepped into the Cargo bar in Shoreditch with caution, which was very soon thrown to the wind as I caught the infectious vibe of the night.  A dance floor had not been treated with such disrespect for as long as I can remember, and the crowd - who defined the expression “from all walks of life” - were dancing with the elegance of a chicken which has just lost its head.  There was enough energy on that dance floor to create investment opportunities for energy companies.   

The band, featuring an accordion, a bajo, a guacharacha, a campana and a caja vallenata, played a spicy collection of tunes which would have made any accordion-toting, Vallenatan quintet from Colombia proud.  It could well be that Colombia may soon be famous for more than one thing!
The pick of the songs for the night from “Very Be Careful” was undoubtedly their cover of Carlos Vive's “Fidelina”.  But all of their tunes have the capability of enlivening even the dullest of crowds.
By the end of the night, I realised that I had learnt a number of things.  Firstly, that my grasp of the Spanish language would be described as being poor by even the most enthusiastic and positive soul.  Yes, it really is that bad, and I struggled to decipher any of the Spanish lyrics.  And secondly that the talented “Very Be Careful”, who will be supporting the Buena Vista Social Club later this week at the Hammersmith Apollo, is headed places (and I'm not talking Bogota).
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			Howler - Back of Your Neck
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			VA – Smoove pres: MO’ RECORD KICKS: Act II
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This latest collection from label Record Kicks is easy on the ear.

If it doesn’t have you dreaming of better days in the snap of a second, there is something wrong with you. This record is an aphrodisiac for the modern workplace.



From "The Young Patter" by the Baker Brothers and "Prophets Bound to Christ" by William Joseph Fowler & the Disciples, DJ Smoove mixes up a storm on record Act II. With the types of sounds that would be at home at a funk club in the funkiest of cities in the funkiest of countries, there is no denying that DJ Smoove is, for want of a better description, a cool cat.

A particularly favourite track of this reviewer is "Rags to Riches" by the Liberators, a fresh afro-funk act hailing from Sydney, Australia. The track is so rich with the sounds of Africa, it is a wonder it was not produced in, ummm, Africa.

The Diplomats of Solid Sound have been on my radar for a while, and so have Lack of Afro. So it does not surprise me that the Lack of Afro remix of the Diplomat’s tune "Give Me One More Chance", is an outright classic.

Similarly to a lot of the new releases from the team at label Record Kicks, this is highly recommended!




Label: Record Kicks 
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